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Statutes of the Association, Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans’
Trust ‘

l. Name, Seat and Purpose

Art. 1

Hereby under the name, Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans’ Trust, is founded an
association according to Art. 60ff of the ZGB, with domicile in Gumligen (community Muri
near Bern), Canton Bern,

Art. 2
The association will:
© support Sethule Orphans’ Trust, based in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, financially
o organize publicity information material, reports, proposals, and meetings for
donors in Switzerland
o carry out further fund-raising activity itself.

The association will thereby help to reduce poverty and need in the rural areas of
Matabeleland in Zimbabwe, particularly through education and training.

The aims of the Sethule Orphans’ Trust are set out in the Trust Deeds of 2008. The Trust
® supports and strengthens family structures and financial self-support,
o is active in crisis situations upholding the rights of women and children,
e furthers prevention of sexually transmitted diseases, AIDS and sexual abuse,
e supports local initiatives for economic, social and cultural development in

Matabeleland, ,
o strengthens local society structures to resolve conflict and uphold family life and
social unity.
Il. Membership

Art. 3
Individuals and Organizations, who are ready to support the aims of the association, may

become members of the association.
Tﬁe committee may accept or deny membership without specifying a reason.

Art. 4

“Any member may freely leave the association through written declaration to the
committee.

Art. 5

Any member who obstructs the interests of the association may be excluded.
Non-payment of dues over three years will cancel membership of any individual or
organization. .

lll. Finances

Art. 6



The yearly membership fee for individuals and organizations will be fixed by the members’
meeting.

Personal liability of members is excused.

Other means Al’t. 7
Other income of the association will be raised by public presentations, events,
contributions and private donations.

~ Art.8
Non-remunera

tive aclivity The committee members of the association will work voluntarily without remuneration,
though their relevant expenses may be reimbursed.

V. Organisation

Art. 9

Authority . Lo . .

The authority of the association resides in:
o members’ meetings,
e the committee,
o and the auditor.

Membors' Art. -!O . . . . .

mcolings Meetings will be announced by the committee and will take place in the first trimester of
each calendar year.
The committee or 1/5 of the members may call an extraordinary meeting which must take
place within two months of such announcement.
Invitations will be sent in writing, at least 15 days prior, with details of matters to be
discussed. Meetings will be minuted.
Art. 11

Voling rights .
Each member has one vote at every meeting.

Deglslons Art. 12 . .
A majority will carry any motion. The president may vote. In case of absence of a majority
the president has a casting vote.

When a member is personally implicated or has a vested interest in a decision, that
member is denied a vote.

Alterations of the statutes and closure of the association both require a 2/3 majority of
members present.

Righta Art. 13

The members’ meeting may
e approve the minutes of the previous meeting,
vote in the committee which has a minimum of five members (including the
president), vote in the president him/herself, and choose the auditor, who all may
bear office for two years, and may be re-elected,
o approve the yearly report,
o approve the yearly accounts,
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fix the annual subscription for membership,
decide upon objections to a member’s dismissal,
consider applications presented by the committee, members, or matters arising
therefrom,
o alter the statutes and dissolve the association.

Art. 14
The committee consists of the president, the treasurer, the secretary, and other members.
Committee members' roles are decided by the committee.

The president calls a meeting of the committee as often as necessary. The invitation is
normally sent out ten days before the meeting. Minutes will be kept of all discussions and
decisions.

Meetings may held on electronic media.

Art. 15 _
The committee will decide according to a simple majority. The president may vote. In case
of absence of a majority the president has a casting vote.

Postal voting will be allowed. In this case decisions are made by a majority of all
members.

Proposals which were not written down in the invitation cannot be voted upon. However,
a proposal accepted by all members of the committee may be voted upon.

Art. 16

The committee

prepares the members’ meeting, leads it and implements its decisions,
organizes events and further activities,

represents the association publicly,

accepts or excludes members,

will concern itself with everything deemed necessary for the benefit of the
Association.
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Art. 17
An auditor will verify the accounts of the Association and will notify the members’ meeting
accordingly.

V. Final clauses

Art. 18

In the event of dissolution of the Association, the committee will call a members’ meeting
and final accounts presented. Funds and capital of the Association will be transferred to
an Association based in Switzerland with tax-free status which has similar aims to the
Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans’ Trust, the choice of which to be decided by the
members’ meeting.

Merging of the Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans’ Trust can only be carried out with an
Association based in Switzerland with tax-free status which has similar aims to the Swiss
Friends of Sethule Orphans’ Trust.



Art. 19

Commencemo

o These statutes have been unanimously approved by all members present at the Founding
Meeting on 4th July 2018 and take effect immediately.

Gamligen, 4.Juli 2018

Anne-Marie Saxer-Steinlin Rosie Sanden
President Keeper of the Minutes
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